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Message

| awm extremely delighted to know that the Alumnl Associntion of De ¥ 5§ Parmar University
of Horticulture and Forestry is organising “Alumni Meet” at Nauni Solan on April 28, 2012

Itis always a pleasure to write about the institution with which one has grown. There arg
many mamories of my direct and association with the University, first as a student and then as the
[wan of the College. Recalling my college days, | find that it was one of the most productive and
gainful stay in my career. | remember the committed teachers and staff who groofmed us so
affectionately that it has all through been the source of bleggings and encowragement. Here, | would
like to especially mention Dr= 8 K Vasal, Mahatim Singh, [ B Thabur, Adlakha, Bhalla, Rastogi,
Govla, Dhall, Chatrath, Sschdeva, Raghuvanshi, R K Yadav, Chopra, § K Sharma, Sood, Blshnol, ¥ C
fain, 5 [ |aln, Trgathl, Sarsawat, Kamwar, Khosla, Mathew, Sharma's, Srivastava, Arye amongst
others, (ur seniors were always very supportive and acted as true friends, philosophers and mildes.
The succeeding batches were very respectiul and they enjoyed our full patronage and guidance, The
education Imparted was so usetul that it made me the topper of the University and contributed to
the successtul admission of moest of my batchmates in Indian Agricultural Research Institute: The
sonnd cducational foundation at the graduate level at Salan bas enabled me in gaining higher
education at premium institution of the country and seeking employment at GB Pant University -
the first agricultural wniversity of the country. | could contribute at Pantnagae as teacher,
researcher, research manager and as Vice Chancellor with great satisfaction for which the training
at Selan had alwavs been helpful, | had benefit of these experiences for my subseguent assignments
as Deputy Director General (Crop Sciences), ICAR; Chairman, Natienal Blodiversity Autharity,
Ministry of Environment and Forests; and currently as Chairperson, protection of Plant Varieties &
Farmers’ Rights Autharity, Ministry of Agriculire,

| remember my tenure as Dean of the Collage of Farestry at Solan as very rewarding and
prisiuctive. We could streambing the educational activities and start mew programs in Agroforestry
and Agribusiness, The infrastructure facilides of the college wers improved including its shifting to
the new bullding, | acknowledge the cooperation recelved from the faculty, stall members and
students. At that time, | also contributed as the member of the Senate, Board of Manogement and
Academic Council of the University. | feel extremely happy to be the member of the Board of
Management of this University ogain. | shall make my humble endeavonr to contribute to its ferther
growth and development,

Considering the emerging global scenario, 1 find a great role for the University especially in
addressing Issues of climate change, blediversity conservation, sustainable development, socio-
econamic transformation of the farmers of the state.

One will always remain indebted to the legendaries associated with the establishment and
growth of the Unbversity. | trust and befigve these great traditions are being nourished and
enbunced by the present generation of beilliant and genius persons. | complement the Vice-
Chancellor, feculty members and alumni for their contributions to the University and the socloty,

My heartiest congratulations snd best wishes for a soccessful Alumni Meet
(Lot —

(P L Gautam |
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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to host the get-together of old students of this
elite institution. I must congratulate the Alumni Association of Dr Y S Parmar
University of Horticulture and Forestry for taking a lead to hold this celebration during
historic Golden Jubilee year of College of Agriculture; where in the genesis of this
prestigious University lies. As an lucky alumnus of sixth batch of the College I feel
humbled and honoured to head this prestigious organisation. Old students or alumni
are precious jewels of any institution, who exhibit the strength and quality of the
concerned organization. This institution has opened world of knowledge and wisdom
to thousands of young minds largely coming from dusty lanes of villages.

Over the years it has developed as a hub of learning for National and
International students. These ambassadors of knowledge have transformed the lives
of lakhs and lakhs of farmers of Himachal and other hills states through development
of horticulture and allied activities. Our alumni have excelled in every sphere of life
and are holding important scientific/management posts in and outside state. I hope this
meet shall enrich the inter-personal relations of this family and shall help in taking the
development pursuits to new height and wish to make it aregular feature.

On this occasion as fellow alumnus, I appeal to all members to strengthen this
organization by their intellectual resources. I thank the Alumni Association for
bringing out the Souvenir - Farm TechnoTimes on this occasion and wish them good
luck. N,
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( K R Dhiman )
Vice-Chancellor
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It gives me an immense pleasure to learn that Alumni Association of Dr Y S Parmar
University of Horticulture and Forestry is organizing Alumni meet on April 28, 2012 at the
main campus of this University. During this event, the Association is bringing out a Souvenir -
Farm TechnoTimes. This great occasion is of historic importance as the then “Himachal
Agricultural College” is now completing 50 years of its inception. I reminisce my yester years
in this prestigious college from 1972 to 1976 with a great pride. As an alumnus, I owe my
greatness to my alma mater where I put my hard work for the cause of the society. | pay my
highest regard to my all teachers who groomed me in the science of agriculture. I spent four
years among cherished memories of my colleagues in the college. Such meetings of old
students are in fact a rare platform to rekindle our pleasant memories besides providing a
forum to update our social networks. As a patron of the Association, I will work hard to
strengthen this Association. I extend my good wishes and greetings for the success of this
meet.

20 pe—
(RC Sharma)
Director of Research

s Dr YS Parmar University
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Itis amoment of immense pleasure and joy to learn that Alumni Association of DrY'S
Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry is organizing an Alumni Meet on April 28,
2012 in the campus and also at Solan. I also feel elated as a Patron of this association. This
celebration is of historic importance as the then 'Himachal Agricultural College' is now
completing 50 years of its inception. Old students are precious asset of any institution.
Alumnus and alumina of this institution also have got recognitions at national and
international level. I feel great pride as one of the faculty of this elite institution which helped
me to contribute in the important field of forestry research. I am happy to learn that the
Association is bringing out a Souvenir- Farm TechnoTimes on this occasion. I welcome all the
old students to this august gathering and convey my heartiest good wishes for the success of

this mega event. e
A\

( NB Singh )
Director, Extension Education
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It is heartening to know that Alumni Association of Dr Y S Parmar University of
Horticulture and Forestry is organizing an Alumni Meet on April 28, 2012. It is a matter of
great pride for me to serve the college which has been my alma mater and has seen a
spectacular growth during the past 50 years. I have golden memories of my 10 year's journey
as student of this prestigious College commencing from Rajasthan Bhawan, Solan in 1970 to
its own premises at Chambaghat up to 1980. On this occasion, I remember all of my esteemed
teachers with highest regards, all of whom inculcated in me the values and education of
highest quality. The Alumni Meet is a rare opportunity for all of us to meet our friends and
cherish the old memories of our stay in the College.

As a Patron of the Association, [ extend a hearty welcome to all the participants of this
meet and convey my good wishes for the success of this function and I am quite sure that this
meet will further bond the relations amongst all of us.

(RC Sharma)
Dean, College of Horticulture
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Message

I am delighted to learn that Alumni Association of Dr YS Parmar University of
Horticulture and Forestry is organizing an Alumni Meet on April 28, 2012 in the campus and
also at Solan. This alumni meet is of historic importance as the parent 'Himachal Agricultural
College' is now completing 50 years from its inception. This college has produced the
valuable assets for the country. The success of alumnus and alumina is a matter of great pride
to my alma mater. I fondly remember my days as a student in this institution from 1976 to
1979. The history of teaching and research standards has been excellent in this institution
which has got recognitions at national and international level. I hope this meeting of the old
students will further bring togetherness between us which will help in furthering the
objectives of this institution. It is good that the Association is bringing out a Souvenir- Farm
TechnoTimes of this occasion. As a Patron of the Association, I will work hard to strengthen
this Association. I extend my good wishes and greetings for the success of this meet.

=mreef]

( SD Kashyap )
Dean, College of Forestry
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International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT), Patancheru
Andhra Pradesh 502324, India

Message

It is a matter of great pleasure that “Alumni Association of Dr YS Parmar University of

Horticulture and Forestry” is organizing the "Alumni Meet" on 28" April 2012 at Nauni, Solan,
Himachal Pradesh. The organization of such an event is not only of great historical significance, but
also brings to the fore the sweet memories of the past. Having spent six formative years of my life at this
University, it is a matter of great pride and satisfaction to see the ex-College of Agriculture attain the
full-fledged status as 'Dr YS Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry'. The Alumni of this
university have served with distinction in all spheres of R&D, both nationally and internationally. I
remember my classmates and other college mates - with whom we spent those long years, worked
together, and had fun and some fights, will take a few volumes to describe. I cherish all those moments,
and thank you all from the core of my heart. Last but not the least I thank my senior - The Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor of the University, Dr KR Dhiman and his team for organizing this event. I wish you all a
very peaceful, productive and fruitful times ahead, and a great future for the University.

Alumni Association

Dr YS Parmar University

of Horticulture and Forestry
Nauni, Solan - 173 230
Himachal Pradesh (INDIA)

Message

I'am thankful to all the alumnus and alumina of DrYS
Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry for giving
me the responsibility of the coveted post of President. I am
taking this responsibility with great dedication and whole
hearted support of my executive. The Association is
organizing an Alumni Meet on April 28, 2012 in the
University. This alumni meet is of historic importance as the
parent 'Himachal Agricultural College' is now completing
50 years from its inception. It is a proud moment for me to
be associated with this important meet. The executive is
putting every effort to make it a memorable event with
active financial and moral support from each of you. The
Association is bringing out a Souvenir- Farm TechnoTimes
of this occasion. On the behalf of the executive, I extend
hearty welcome and good wishes to each of you attending
this event and also for all who are associated with us with
different means of communication.

( PD Thakur)
President

'

Hari C Sharma
Principal Scientist - Entomology

S General Secretary
ik Welfare Society of
'. Retired Teachers/Faculty
of UHF, Solan (HP)
Message

It is a matter of great pleasure to learn that Alumni
Association of Dr YS Parmar University of Horticulture
and Forestry is organizing an Alumni Meet on April 28,
2012 in the University. This alumni meet is of historic
importance as the parent 'Himachal Agricultural College' is
now completing 50 years from its inception. This college
has produced valuable assets for the country. This is a very
good forum for all retired faculty members to interact with
our alumnus and alumina. I am happy to learn that
Association is bringing out a Souvenir- Farm TechnoTimes
on this occasion. On behalf of the Retired Faculty/ Teachers
Welfare Society of UHF, I extend my good wishes for the
success of this alumni meet.

P
o
( B B Lal Kaushal )



Fifty Years of Excellence

tis along journey of 50 years with different names but with a single focused goal to

develop quality human resource and technologies for the betterment of the farmers.

I came into existence in 1962 as =

'Himachal Agricultural College'
with first batch of six students in
the Rajasthan Bhavan situated in
the heart of Solan town. Dr.
Mahatim Singh was my first
Principal for about a year and then
Dr. P.A. Adlakha took the charge.
They drew the initial course
curricula and administrative set
up. In the beginning, 1 was
affiliated to the Panjab University,
Chandigarh, and under-graduate
course of B.Sc. (agriculture) was
started in the campus and

Dr Mahatim Singh - First Principal
of the College welcoming
the Chief Minister - Dr YS Parmar

N’-__.--"-. R

consequently M.Sc. degree courses also took
off in 1965. These courses were initially in the
subjects of Horticulture and Plant Pathology.
In the late seventies, M.Sc. course in
Entomology and Ph.D. courses were also
started in these subjects. Every long journey
begins with a single step and this is true in my
case also. It is a difficult task to start an

- educational institution as it requires quality

human resources, strategic land location and
strong administrative will. One can
understand the situation 50 years back when
the technical human resource and funds were
scarce and agriculture science was an
emerging field in India. We had only three

- 1institutions of higher learning in agriculture in

the form of Indian Agricultural Research
Institute, New Delhi; G.B. Pant University of
Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar and
Punjab Agriculture University, Ludhiana.

\



In 1965, the teaching and research activities of State Department of
Agriculture were integrated with me and I was re-designated as 'Himachal
Agricultural College and Research Institute'.
The rein of the college were taken by Dr. D.R.
Thakur as Principal cum Joint Director
(Research). The Himachal Pradesh University,
Shimla came into existence in 1970 and I got
affiliated to it in 1971. The year 1971 is also . &
important for another reason as Department of =
Forestry was created in the college consequent
upon the transfer of 'Forest Research Division' . W o =
from the State Department of Forests. As the ,.hi }g
teaching and research activities increased, I got A Dr PA Adlakha
new campus at Chambaghatin 1974. ' R

I have always taken leads in developing
new farming technologies with the futuristic
vision of my architects. I want to make
special mention of two initiatives. The first
initiative was to start systematic studies on
mushroom cultivation in 1963 at
Chambaghat after the transfer of the project
from the State Department of Agriculture. It
has now become a major source of income

Dr DR Thakur not only in our state but in the entire country.
= It is surely the efforts of my scientists who
drew the attention of the Central
Government to establish a National Centre of Mushroom Research at Chambaghat.
The second major initiative was to start
systematic research in forestry in 1971.
In our state, forests are valued at more
than Rs. 150, 000 crores and their
sustainable growth and care can only be
achieved by scientific management. [ am
happy that I have contributed immensely
for the management of forests and
ecology of not only for my state but to
the entire country with my quality
education and valuable research Students of the First Batch with the faculty and Principal

findings in the area.




The year 1978 is of great significance to me as I got affiliated to the newly
created agricultural university in the form of Himachal Pradesh Krishi

Vishvavidyalya, Palampur. As my teaching and
research activities increased, I got sprawling
campus of 545 hectare at my present location at
Nauni. Here, under-graduate courses were started
in 1978 and slowly the following batches came.
Consequently, my status was also got elevated to
Satya Nand Stokes Horticulture Complex in 1976.
Then, by 1980 almost all major activities were
shifted to this place.

2

I always have a dream to have unique
identity and all my mentors and administrators -
groomed me in this way. My long cherished dream
came true in 1985 as [ became the first Horticulture
and Forestry University of Asia. It was the vision of
Dr. Y.S. Parmar- the first Chief Minister and the
great son of the State that I could get this unique

College of Agriculture at Chambaghat I

identity and international recognition. It gives me

immense pride that [ am now known with the name of this great visionary and architect
of Himachal. My magnificent growth has been noticed at national level. Keeping in
view my importance as a national asset, Late Sh. Rajiv Gandhi, the Prime Minister of
India dedicated the University to the nation on April 30, 1988. I remained a solitary
college with my own identity for 23 years but I always believed that there is always

Vi o L ¥ g
_alsEX'y ¢ L
Hon’ble Prime Minister - Sh. Rajiv Gandhi dedicating

the University to the Nation

o
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need for change to cater
the future developmental
requirements. I have a
great satisfaction in
providing a firm
foundation to this great
institution with two
promising seats of
learning in the form of
College of Horticulture
and College of Forestry.
Development is a
continuous process. |
. have contributed with
my human resources in



development of an Institute of Biotechnology & Environment Science at Neri in
district Hamirpur. I am happy that planners associated with my magnificent growth
have also given a lead to
the country which has
drawn a roadmap for ;
development of
horticulture and forestry
in the country. This has
resulted in the opening
of many universities of :
Horticulture and ﬂﬁ' :

Forestry in the country. e
I have still an edge in * i

many areas with my rich
scientific and human
resources developed in
the last 50 years. High
academic standards of
this institution have
| attracted a large number
of foreign students from
countries like Iran,
Ethiopia, Afghanistan,
Syria, Mozambique,
Zambia, Bhutan, Nepal and other countries in different degree courses.

My students have excelled in different institutions and departments in our
State, in other States and also on many important positions in Government of India and
abroad. Till now, they have served the nation in various capacities and notable
among these are the
prestigious positions of
Directors of various
State and Central
Departments/ Institutes;
Vice Chancellors of the
Universities; Deputy
Director General of "
ICAR; Chairman AN 74
of Public Service . Institute of Biotechlllolgy & gnvironment Science at Neri, mipu
Commission; Chairman, - — : -




National biodiversity Authority of India; Chairperson, Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers' Rights Authority, Government of India; Major General and Brigadier in
the Indian Army; Scientists in the State Agricultural Universities, ICAR Institutes,
CSIR and other Institutes; Senior Administrators in Indian Administrative Services,
Indian Forest Services, State Administrative Services, State Forest Services; Senior
Executives in major Multinational and National Companies in India and abroad;
successful private entrepreneurs; development officers in different State and Central
Departments. It is the hard work of all of my people that I am ranked 6" among the
agricultural universities of the country.

I'have grown like a baniyan tree with my presence in almost every household
of'the state, in different parts of the country and also in many parts of the world. [ have
made a strong economic presence of more than Rs. 3000 crores with fruit cultivation
and more than Rs. 2100 crores with vegetable cultivation annually in the State Gross
Domestic Product. I am happy that our state first became a apple state and now it is
known as the fruit bowl of the country. This gives me great satisfaction as it has
improved the living conditions of the people. Agriculture and horticulture has a major
share in the per capita income of the people which is Rs. 65, 535/-, higher than national
average and among 10 top states of the country.

In eighties, I was very much concerned about the male dominance among
students, but the situation changed gradually and today the gender ratio of the students
is almost equal.

The legacy of 50 years has earned me a treasure of laurels, awards and
recognitions won by each of my students. I never say that I am 50 years old because
each year I get hundreds of new students like buds which provide me energy and
youthfulness. Now, I have great ideals and benchmarks in place for my coming
generations left by the footprints of many of my great achievers in the college and later
in their careers. But, I will never bask for a moment on my legacy because as farmer
has to work day and night to feed the each hungry stomach, I have to stand with the
farmer with new technologies to lessen his hard work and increase his profitability.



Seeds of Success - Entrepreneurship in Agriculture

Entrepreneurship in agriculture is important for the development of
agriculture based industry and employment generation. Alumnus and alumina of the
College of Agriculture and Dr. Y.S. Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry
have excelled as successful private entrepreneurs. This signify the strong foundation
of the course curricula of this institution. There are number of examples which make
this institution proud. Ajai Rana is one of the successful entrepreneurs.
He earned his B.Sc. (Ag.) from this institution in 1989: M.Sc.
Vegetable Breeding from HPKYV, Palampur in 1991 and MBA in
Marketing from Punjabi University in 2003. He started his career in
1992 as Sales Officer at Shimla, in American Cyanamid Co. and then
shifted to Monsanto India Ltd at Chandigarh. In 2007, Ajai was
promoted as Senior Management Position at Monsanto world Headquarters and
moved to Saint Louis, Missouri USA. In January 2010, Ajai shifted to Houston Texas
and joined RiceTec Inc. as Director Business Development Project India. In this role
he developed Strategic Business Plans for RiceTec entry to South Asia region. He
returned back to India in July 2010. In October 2010, he joined in the company-
Savannah Seeds Pvt Ltd as Chief Executive Officer. The company has assured
authorized capital of Rs. 90 crores.

Dr Brajesh Kamal is another alumnus who did his Ph.D. in Mycology and
Plant Pathology in 2002 from the Department of Mycology and Plant
Pathology. He belongs to village Dedhag near Rajgarh in Distt.
Sirmour. He is selling different agri-inputs to the farmers and also
providing consultancy to them. He is supplier of vermi-compost and
other agri-inputs to different agencies in and outside the state. His
annual turnover from agricultural ventures is more than Rs. 1.1 crore.

Dr Sandeep Dharma from Kumarsain in district Shimla is
another successful entrepreneur from this institution. He did his Ph.D. | §
in Floriculture and Landscaping in 2006 and then established his own
firm namely Green Tunnel which deals in fabrication of poly-houses.
His annual turnover is more than Rs. 60 lakhs.

24




Mustaque Mohammad, another alumnus of this institution did his M.Sc. in
floriculture and landscaping in 1992. He is from village Talyana in district Bilaspur of
Himachal Pradesh. He initially worked in some private companies and then ventured
into protected cultivation of ornamental crops like carnation, rose and gerbera. He has
established polyhouses in more than 20,000 hectare area where he is growing crops
like roses and carnation. Simultaneously, also he ventured into the business of agir-
input supply of poly-houses. He is engaged in providing elite planting material of
ornamental crops and agri-inputs for protected cultivation of crops in Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab and Utterakhand. Today, he is a successful entrepreneur with annual
turnover of more than Rs. one crore.

The entrepreneurial skills of the alumnus of this institution are not confined to
India only but the success is unfurling in many countries. Dr Devender
Aasiwho did his B.Sc. (Ag) in 1986; M.Sc. Vegetable Crops in 1988 and
Ph.D. Horticulture in 1993 has established his own company - Omni
Flowers at Toronto (Canada) in 2007. He is working as managing
director of the company which has turn over of over Rs. 2.5 crores.

Another off-shore successful entrepreneur is Dr NS Pathania, who did his M.Sc.
(Floriculture) in 1987. He is also a successful entrepreneur in Australia dealing in the
production of nursery plants of horticultural crops through tissue culture technique.
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Annual maintenance Contract are also
done for all Branded cooling appliances

') 098168-00008
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Supply Sand : Solan and Shimla

Thakur Sand Mines
Basal Road Chambaghat, Solan (H.F)

Tol./Fax : 01782-231 711, Mad : fsmT 11 @gmail.com

Budh Ram Thakur (f) 088168-80000

THAKUR MUSHROOMS PVT. LTD.

Deals im | Fresh Mushrooms compoest and spasn lab
o Chembaghat, Soan {HP ] 173313, Telelax . 091782-237711

With best wishes from

M/S Mittal General Store
Kalaghat, Distt. Sirmour (HP)

M/S Star Micronic Devices
3453/5 Delhi Chamber Building,
Delhi Gate, New Delhi - 110 002

Tel: 91-11-65673818

Dr BB Lal Kaushal
Retd. Professor and Head
Dept. of Postharvest Technology
UHF, Nauni, Solan (HP)

M/S Indu Furnitures
(Godrej and IFB APPLIANCES)
Near NCC Office
Rajgarh Road Solan, HP
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LABREX BIOLOGICALS

JEMMT Nage Empioymant Exchangs, The Mall Road, Scian-173212 Indig
Tol+91-1TH2- ?.’-’H"]Fm «f1
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Instruments for Biotechnology, Microbiology, Horticulture, Surgical Instruments, Nursing Products,
Pharmacy Equipments, Plastic ware, Glasswane

Arclhn] acer lenovoXio B peaL
ONLINE BUSINESS MACHINE

a HEM KUNJ, SHANTI VIHAR, BYE PASS ROAD, SOLAN(H.P.) o
A ;

PHOMNE: +81 94180 21659, +91 1782 221659
REPAIR SPARES .
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PEARLS QUALITY SPAWN LAB (Estd. 1982)

Mehta Building, Dohri Diwar, Saproon, Solan - 173 211 (HP)
Tel: 01792-223277, Cell: 98160-59770

Producer and Supplier of
High Yielding Spawn of White Button Mushroom, Oyster,
Milky Mushroom, Black Ear, Reishi and Shiitake
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